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TOWN OF COLUMBIA
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

SUMMARY OF PLAN

This Comprehensive Planiféthe Town of Columbiaescribethe Town's natural
features, resources, and land usaracteristicas ofthe date of this publicatiorand it

defines a development vision for the future. Itis intended that the Town of Columbia
progress in a manner consistent with this plan.
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PART 1. INTRODUCTION TO THE PLAN

Many complex social issues confront towns as they plan for the future. These include
concerns about effective and practical forms of land useategu the preservation of a
town's natural and historic heritage, an individual's rights to live free of health and
environmental hazards, and the appearance of the community in which one lives. Data
from a Rural Landowner Survey published by the NewkY®tate Department of
Agriculture and Markets in 2005 “suggest
from agricultural use to lowdensity residential use will continue in all regions of the
state’”.

Damage done to the environment through inattention or abuse, or to the landscape
through poor or nomxistent planning, is often irreparable. There is an urgency to these
issues, not only for action to be taken to avoid the mistakes of the pastjiBure the
Town has a legal foundation upon which to support its land use aspirations.

The State of New York has provided a means to this end through the enactment of
Town Law section 272, Town Comprehensive Plan. The legislation encouragestow
to create a Comprehensive Plan that describes the town's existing character, inventories
its assets, and provides a base upon which to formulate a blueprint for the future.

Imagine for a moment that visitors who had never been to thisref New York
came to the Town of Columbia. If we took the visitors on a tour of our town, and could
see it through their eyes for the first time, what would we see?

We would see a rural region of almost pristine beauty, largely untouched by
uncantrolled development, full of fields, meadows, woods, and a rolling countryside,
with occasional vistas of impressive scope. The remarkable thing about this township is
that in appearance and rural character, it is a snapshot in time that would bezedalegni
to residents of 150 years ago. Itis a quality that is increasingly hard to find in this
country. Columbia has been fortunate in its location, and in the continuing viability of its
agricultural heritage. As a result it retains the beauty andenhecological balance
found in a farming community of the early nineteenth century.

Town of Columbia residents expressed the desire to maintain the rural character of the
Town in a survey conducted in 1989, and again in 20052016 Inthe 1980's the
outside world made its mark on Columbia when it became the prime alternate through
which to route the Maregouth Powerline. A group was formed (PROTECT) to oppose
the powerline, but the group lost its fight and the powerline was buila rAsult though,
a heightened awareness was created among residents about how vulnerable small, rural
townships can be to threats to their environmémtiecent years an Amish community
has been established in the Town of Columbia, helping to presehenhance the
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desired rural character

In the spring/summer of 1989 residents learned that Columbia was on a list of potential
landfill sites. Even though the Town was well down on the list, and was not chosen,
reaction was swift. A concernettizens organization (Columbia Concerned Citizens)

was formed, a series of large public meetings was held, and a core group stayed involved
with that and other unregulated growth issues.

The lack of local land use regulations glared out as somethinmtistbe remedied. A
Planning Commission (now the Columbia Planning Board), was created by the Town
Board and charged with researching land use, planning, and environmental matters. In
December 1990 a short term moratorium on certain types of develbpnten

construction was approved. In 1991 the first basic land use regulation defining a
minimum lot size restriction was enacted, followed by the passage of a law against the
importation of garbage and other waste products in 1992. A set of subdivision
regulations was passed, and work began on developing a Town Comprehensive Plan that
was published in 1999. A Town Zoning law was enacted in April 2002, and as required
by the law the Town soon thereafter appointed a Zoning enforcement Officer (ZEO) , and
athree member Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBAhe Zoning Law was amended in

2015.




PURPOSE

This Comprehensive Plan is intended to summarize and record the natural and historic
assets of the Town of Columbia: document its essentially rural ntisibend agricultural
character; provide guidels for the preservation of th@wn's assets in a manner
compatible with orderly economic growth; and provide a basis for creating a detailed
Land Use Ordinance to guide the future development of the town.

The Plan is meant to be of value to both residents and nonresidents alike in
determining suitable uses for land either owned or under consideration for purchase. Itis
a flexible document in that it should be updated every 5 years, and revise@ssangto
accommodate changing conditions or priorities.

In developing the Comprehensive Plan, the Planning Board remained cognizant of the
following, generalized, community goals that it expects to be advanced by the plan:

(1) To conserve theuglity and quantity of the land, air, water, forest, wildlife,
mineral, historic, and scenic resources of the town for the use and enjoyment of all
residents.

(2) To preserve and extend the enjoyment of peace, tranquillity, and recreational
resourcesor residents on their land, so as to support an improved quality of life.

(3) To prevent any degradation of the quality of the surface and groundwater supply.

(4) To encourage the development of housing, business, and public services where
such development is properly regulated, where the land has the capacity for development,
and where development does not conflict with other goals and established policies

(5) To protect and encourage the industry of adjticg, as it is central to theown's
character.

(6) To balance the individual rights of residents amdi¢avners with the needs of the
Town as a whole.

(7) To improve the standards an@@edures for administering land use permits, and
for enforcing land use regulations.

LEGAL BACKGROUND

Town Law Section 272, Town Comprehensive Plan, states in paragraph 1 (b) that
"Among the most important powers and duties granted by the legesta a town
government is the authority and responsibility to undertake town comprehensive planning
and to regulate land use for the purpose of protecting the public health, safety and the
general welfare of its citizens." Town Law defines a "town aaim@nsive plan” to mean
"the materials, written and/or graphic, including but not limited to maps, charts, studies,
resolutions, reports and other descriptive material that identify the goals, objectives,
principles, guidelines, policies, standards, des/eed instruments for the immediate and
long-range protection, enhancement, growth and development of the town ...".



PART 2. THE TOWN OF COLUMBIA

HISTORY

The Town of Columbia, which comprises some 22,000 acres, is located in the extreme
southerrend of Herkimer County. Its southern side borders Otsego County. The
northeast corner of the town is approximately four miles south of the Mohawk River.

The 1824 Gazetteer of New York describes this area of the state as a "surface
handsomely undulated/tarable hills, and rich and fertile valleys". Its elevation at nearly
a 1,000 feet above the Mohawk Valley may, in part, account for fierce winter winds and
fabled snow drifts. Along with its long, hard winters, the town has been known for its
rich, fettile, clay loam soil, and its plentiful game.

Archaeological evidence reveals a human presence in central New York following the
last Ice Age. It may have been the opportunities for hunting and fishing which first
attracted native Americans, and thequois were here when the first European trappers
and traders (French, Dutch, and English) appeared late in the sixteenth century. Although
this was Iroquois territory, it appears that the area within which Columbia is located
belonged neither to the dthawks to the east, or the Oneidas to the west, but was shared
hunting ground. Both tribes were members of the great Iroquois League or Confederacy
formed around 1560, and in all likelihood theyedsted peacefully. There is no
evidence of a permanelmdian settlement here. Closest would have been the well
known Mohawk Indian settlement, Indian Castle, found to the east in the Mohawk
Valley.

Although there were no Indian villages here, legend has it that an Indian trail ran from
the upper Mohawto Canadarago Lake through Columbia. Most historians are sure that
Adam Helmer's famous run, made to warn settlers of approaching danger during the
American Revolution, passed through part of the town. Itis assumed that he used the old
Indian trail totravel through the forest. Itis also said that Indians (Oneidas?) traveled
north from the Susquehanna River in canoes by way of Canadarago Lake to Mink Creek
in the South Columbia area. To this day arrow and spearheads are found in the high
ground neafolumbia'’s "1000 acre cedar swamp", andtoiters repeat a story told of
an old Indian meeting site at the edge of the swamp.

The first permanent European settlers in Columbia were Palatine Germans fleeing
oppression in Europe and seeking farmland a new life. The date 1765 is usually
given for when six families came from the valley (German Flatts) to settle in the area
now known as Orendorf's Corners. Some early family names were: Frank, Fulmer,
Lighthall, Moyer, Christian, and Orendorf. Tfiest name of Conrad Orendorf probably
gave the settlement the name Conradstown, or "Coonrodstown". Early town hamlets,
including South Columbia, are said to have been settled before the American Revolution,
as was Millers Mills, founded by Andrew Milland family in 1790.



Columbia's brush with history took place during the American Revolution. Upstate
New York became an important part of the overall strategy to the extent that General
Washington diverted troops desperately needed in the eastriegilon. This was done
to counter effective ToAndian raids on settlements in what was then the western
frontier, upstate New York. The British had built strong alliances with the Iroquois (the
Oneidas and the Tuscaroras sided with the Americanghairdaids at Cherry Valley,
Andrustown (in Warren), Canajoharie, and German Flatts among others, were threatening
the whole region. It was to warn the settlers in and around German Flatts of Joseph
Brant's (the feared Mohawk Chief) approach that seém 2alam Helmer on a heroic
marathon. On September 17, 1778, escaping pursuing warriors, Helmer ran through the
forest from the Unadilla River to the Flatts. Itis said that he veered into what is now
Columbia Center (down the Jordanville Road to Pet@ielsier where he turned north)
specifically to warn his sister who lived nearby, before continuing on to the valley.

The area's involvement in the early history of the country is made evident by a visit to
the old cemetery near Columbia Center. @dsville, the first real community in the
town, had the first church. This was a Dutch Reformed Church, organized in July, 1798,
which had met over the previous five years in Conrad Orendorf's barn. Unfortunately,
this picturesque church from the ninettfecentury was torn down some years ago, but
the historic cemetery remains. In it are the graves of 20 Revolutionary War soldiers, a
vacant plot beside the resting widow of Major Denis Clapsadle, who is buried at the
Oriskany Battlefield, and the gravet22 veterans of the War of 1812.

Columbia is made up of Staley's Second Tract, a small piece of Henderson's Patent
(along with some other odd pieces) that was originally part of the Town of Warren.
Proudly boasting 200 families, Columbia was adéfily formed on June 8, 1812. Itis
noted that the first town meeting took place on March 2, 1813 at Daniel J. Petrie's house.
How the name Columbia was finally decided upon for the town, like much else in the
early history of the area, is told in coufing stories. One tale says the name
Conradstown was rejected because it was too often pronounced Coonrodstown, and
residents didn't like its sound. Another says residents who migrated from the county of
Columbia in New York State suggested the naf@thers say the town was simply
named in honor of Columbus, or alternatively for Columbia, which was a poetic name
for America, and was a popular, patriotic name widely used throughout the nineteenth
century.

During the nineteenth century the TownGilumbia thrived on agriculture and took
on its appearance of cleared land, farms, and pastures that we recognize today. A way of
life based on the limited technology of the era fostered settlement in the flourishing
hamlets of Conradstown, South ColuabColumbia Center, Spinnerville, and Millers
Mills. Today what were once bustling little towns are merely crossroads with few
houses.

The 1824 New York State Gazetteer reported Columbia's population as 2,051, which
was more than it is today (in 2000 U.S. census figures for Columbia listed 1,630
residents, and in 1875 1,589). The 1824 Gazetteer goes on to note that there were 1,876
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cattle, 5,005 sheep, 4 grisills, 1 cotton and woolen factory, and 1 ashery in town.
There were 12 school districts (school was held for eight months out of the year), and
public tax monies received in 1821 totaled $288.80.

In 1869, on the sixtedm of June, the Herkimer County Board of Supervisors had a
special committee visit the township. The committee's report on Columbia reads: "a
dairying town, land being well adapted to dairy purpedbe surface is uneven, and a
large swamp traverses theuthwest part of the town. Columbia Center, it noted had 200
inhabitants. Located in the town were one tannery, and several prosperous cheese
factories. Two thousand cows were being milked.

Except during the war years a
timeless quality of lifdhas
existed in the Town of Columbia.
For much of its almost
exclusively agricultural history,
the seasons and the weather
marked time and the activities of
the residents. Improvements in
technology have now changed
farm life, making farms bigger,
and tle number of farmers fewer.
The coming of the automobile in
the thirties made it possible for
residents of the town to hold jobs®
other than farming, and a
majority of residents now
commute to work.
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HISTORIC SITES

1. Indian Camping Groundre located a little northwest of what is now South Columbia
at the spring near the headwaters of Mink Creek. In 1872 a tailrace below a sawmill site
was excavated or enlarged, and a large number of musket balls were found that had
reportedly been buridy Indians.

2. Indian Trailis a trail between the Upper Mohawk and Schuyler Lake that passed
through the town from the northwest to southeast.

3. Orendorf Cornerss the area first settled in the Town of Columbia. Settled in 1765 by
German settlerst was known as Conradstown, for the Conrads, but was changed to
Orendorf because the Orendorf family outlived the others and changed the name.

Orendorf Corners was the center for town events for the Town of Warren and later for
the Town of Columla; for example, July 4th was celebrated after the Revolutionary War
with horseshoe competitions, etc. The first tavern and house were owned by Conrad
Orendorf, and the house was later enlarged by Dr. O. C. Orendorf.

Thefirst store was opened by D..\@olden and Benjamin Mix. David Golden, an
early merchant and tavern keeper, later became Justice of the Court of Common Pleas for
Herkimer County.

Orendorf Corners had a church, the first frame house, and first school (German
Phillip Ausman 1796) The first English school, which opened in 1796, was a log school,
with Mr. Joel Phillips as its teacher.

The oldest church in Orendorf Corners was the Reformed Church of Columbia, built
on July 8, 1798. The Reformed Protestant Church of Warreatn@inradt Orendorf's
house from 1803 until 1840, when a new building was erected on what was called the
East/West Road between Columbia Center and Orendorf Corners.

4. South Columbiavas a station on the Utica, Chenango & Susquehanna Railroad.

Souh Columbia was settled by the Lighthalls before the Revolution, and George
Lighthall is remembered for having hid in the woods in October 1779 during an Indian
attack.

Richard Woolever was the first settler to arrive after the Revolution. He walsysen
the Henrich Staring Co. from Ft. Herkimer to overtake Joseph Brant (the Mohawk Indian
leader) and to rescue prisoners taken at Andrustown (in the Jordanville area) during an
attack on settlers there. He took several survivors to Ft. Herkimer, andtaragjured
in 1778 in a battle with Indians. Richard Woolever is buried at the Old Reformed
Church.

Ashel Freeman built grist and saw mills in South Columbia in 1800.

The first hotel was built in South Columbia in 1808.

5. Getman Corners a small hamlet on the Mohawk/Richfield Springs road (Rt 28).
The headwaters of Steele Creek arise on the north side of town.
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6. Elizabeth Towns located near the nortlotnletine of the Town of Columbia on
Steele Creek. It was named for Elizdb€ampbell, who had inherited 1000 acres of the
best land in the area.
In 1878 the town had a schoolhouse, blacksmith shop, a tannery, and twenty houses.
Abraham House built the first brick house in Elizabeth Town

7. Cedarvillelies in the three towns of Columbia, Litchfield and Winfield.

In 1878 Cedarville had 150 inhabitants, a cabinet shop, blacksmith shop, a store,
twenty houses, and a post office.

Abijah Beckwith, an original resident, died August 8, 1874. Helwas in Chetam,
Columbia County in 1784, and was a member of the legislature in 1817. He advocated
abolition of slavery, the construction of the Erie Canal, and worked for common schools.
In 1835 he was elected to the State Senate, was a Presidesttal Edr Lincoln, and
was well respected in the state.

8. Millers Mills is located in the southwest part of town, -@uarter mile north of the
former site of the Utica, Chenango & Susquehanna Railroad station.

In 1878 Millers Mills had 150 inhalahts, one church, a grist mill, saw mill, machine
shop, cheese factory, box factory, a blacksmith/wagon shop, and a general dry goods and
grocery store. Its post office was established in 1809.

Andrew Miller and George Bell, who built and operategtiatmill, settled Millers
Mills in 1790

The First Free Baptist Church was constructed November 4, 1879.

Captain W. Gorsline owned a large house on the pond, where ice cutting is still done

The first Irish settler, Constantine O'Rourke oMdame from County Leitrim in
northwest Ireland, and established a farm in Millers Mills, was a merchant in Herkimer.
The family helped start St. John's Church in Utica in 1819.

9. Historic Industries of the Town of Columbia

Quarries located ithe northern part of town.

Farming- hay, barley, hops, potatoes, apples, maple sugar, eggs.

Cheese factories

Utica, Chenango & Susquehanna Railroad,
Crossing, and South Columbia.

10. Historic Markes
Seven histac markers were erectedinthewn i n the 1920 s by
Education Department (see map in attachments). The markers read:

W i

t

A.“Masonic Lodge. Built by D.V.W. Golden

Organized March 4, 1807. Ceased payingsduel 8 1 8 .

B.“Orendorf Barn. First building where
buried until 1803 at nort heast corner .
C.“Petrie’s Corner s. On route of scout

settlers of Ger man FI| antst sS eopft eanpbperro alc7h,

D.“Pioneer Home of Col . Jacob D. Petrie,

Corners.”
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E.“Ref ormed Protestant Dutch Church, orga
dedicated 1803. Has 20 Revolutionary Veterans and 22 soldiers of War of

18127

F.“Site of first store and house built by
was first Judge of Court held at Whites
G.“Site of pioneer home of Andrew Miller
Mills about 1790. Built sawmil | and gr

More historic information for the Town of Columbia is available through the website
www.herkimer.nygenweb.net/columbia.html The site contains a wide varietf o
information to include earlydwn history, vital reords, Civil War Soldiers, farm and
business dscriptions, etc.

i MILLERS lV;ILLS

| GRANGE 44w Ne 581
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SOILS AND GEOLOGY

The Town of Columbia has a total land area of 35.15 square miles, the majority of which

is agricultural and other open land. The soil, like thaither, southern Herkimer County
towns upland of the Mohawk River, consists of soil types classified as Hol¢ay®aie
Farmington association soils, which are generally deep to shallow, well drained, medium
textured soils formed in glacial till from liestone and siltstone. Small areas along the

town's northern border are of types that contain alkaline shale, along with the more
common limestone and siltstone. In the town's southwest corner, along the Unadilla

River, there are more coarsely texturetissormed of watetsorted deposits of siltstone,
sandstone, limestone and some granite. The limestone bedrock can be at a shallow depth,
and in some areas the soils are very stony.

The geologic forces responsible for forming these soils began millfofesacs ago when

tens of thousands of feet of lime, mud from algae, sand and silt accumulated while most
of New York State was under water. Erosion would have taken away this material except
that there was a collision of plates off the continental sHéie result was that sand, silt,

and limestone sediment was compressed between the plates and they became part of the
mountain ranges. Volcanoes spilling magma buried the Grenville sediment and
compressed them under tons of rock. Pressure, metamorphss@&zéioor sediment

creating marble and greisses. The hardness of the materials and the fact that they were
buried beneath thousands of feet preserved prehistoric sediments. Eventually high
mountains were worn down exposing their root rocks.

New seasame and new organisms evolved leaving traces in rocks. The Taconic Range,
which emptied into Herkimer County, sent large quartz pebbles that were deposited in
southern Herkimer County. Ocean levels dropped and mud would harden into Frankfort
Shale. Somef the shale deposited contained a lot of clay. During the Upper Silurian
period (approximately 410 million years ago) the area around the Town of Columbia
experienced a fascinating depositional sequence. In certain rock exposures, the Bertie
Waterlimepr ovi des evidence of shallow aquatic
environments that were cyclical in nature. The lowest unit of the Upper Silurian Bertie
Group, the Fiddlers Green Formation, Phelps Member, is best exposed at the
Langheinrich FossiPreserve where rare and exquisitely fossilized Silurian lifeforms

have actively been pursued for the last few decésesbeloyw This fossil bearing rock
strata makes the Town of Columbia unique and of importance to the worldwide
paleontological commuty. Here are found the most numerous examples of the New
York State official fossil, Eurypterus remipes. The Phelps Waterlime is a very fine
grained dolostone, the uppermost layer containing fossilized mud cracks. Most
eurypterid and other lifeform reams are contained in the underlying massive waterlime
layers. Experience has shown that the waterlime layers must be weathered numerous
years to facilitate access to the depositional layers containing the fossilized remains.

Eurypterids were ancientthropods sharing the same animal group as mediayn
horseshoe crabs and scorpions. Many different kinds of eurypterids have been brought to
light in the Town of Columbia at the Langheinrich Fossil Preserve, most commonly our
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state fossil species, Eurgptis remipes, usually specimens from 6 to 12 inches in length.
Most intriguing are the Pterygotus remains. These eurypterids were apparently
formidable predators reaching over 7 feet in length with large forward facing eyes and
huge claws. A composit@ecimen of a Pterygotus over 6 feet in length found in the
Town of Columbia at the Langheinrich Fossil Preserve is currently on display at The
Royal Ontario Museum in Canada. Rare specimens of aquatic scorpions are also
occasionally found. The Siluriarepod was of paleobiologic importance as plants and
animals were making a transition from an aquatic environment to a terrestrial
environment for the first time in the earth’
also found fossilized in the BertWwaterlime in the Town of Columbia along with
graptolites, ostracods, cephalopods, gastropods and phyllocarids.

The Helderberg series of limestone was made of lime, mud, and shells during the early
Devonian period (395 million years ago). These fessdicate the return of life not seen

for a 100 million years before and demonstrate a great diversity of sea life. The most
significant transition zone between several ecosystems was in southern Herkimer County,
which includes the Town of Columbia. &high point of the southeastern corner of the
county is a massif, largely composed of Helderberg limestone's, containing many
stromatoporiod biostrones (reefs built by a colonial species of animals). Evidence of
fossils are still present and explorechireas of the Town of Columbia and other areas of
southern Herkimer County. This activity ended as plates pushed against each other with
central New York rising above sea level. The area was floodadshgllow tropical sea,

and the limestondeposited &thattime, called Onondaga, occupies the highest part of

the Helderberg massif of the county. It gives its name to the east west escarpment south
of the Mohawk, which runs through parts of the Town of Columbia.

Erosion and uplift were the predominaeafures that next affected the geography of the
area. Major rivers such as the Mohawk formed between the Adirondacks and the uplifted
Onondaga Escarpment. This escarpment was composed of the erosion resistant
Helderberg and Onondaga limestones.

During the Ice Age (20 million years ago) large volumes of water moved over the rock as
ice melted forming many creeks such as Steele Creek, and enlarged rivers such as the
mighty Iro Mohawk, which was many times the size of the present river. All evidence of
prevous ages that were not rock were taken away and were replaced by new soils ground
out of bedrock. The Helderlzelimestones strongly influendlee soil. On the edge of

the retreating glaciers, moraines were formed. Drumlins, elongated hillocks,care als
examples of glacial action. Both are evident in the Town of Columbia. A drumlin

crosses Route 28 between Richfield Springs and Mohawk and then goes down into the
Mohawk Valley after crossing the Helderberg Onondaga escarpment that runs east and
west. On the Helderberg flats streams flowing in opposite directions, north to the

Mohawk and south to Susquehanna, may be close neighbors because of glacial activities
draining into the same pond or swamp. The headwaters of the Susquehanna River begin
in a svamp in the Town of Columbia that drains into the Chepatchet Pond and then into
the Unadilla River. Another geological formation found in the Town of Columbia are
Karsts (locally known as Kyle holes). Surface water collects and then disappears below



16

theground into openings in the limestone formation below the soil. Examples of Kyle
holes can be found on Serafin Road and on Jordanville Road between Orendorf Corners
and Jordanville.

The soils produced by all these geological forces in the town arewtelil $o growing

the crops needed to support dairying, the most common type of farming practiced in the
Town of Columbia. The soils are generally high or medium in their content of lime and
moderate to high in natural fertility. Herkimer County was oagjy nearly all forested,
mostly with deciduous hardwoods and some conifers, and the soils were formed under
those forest conditions. The gentle to steep sloping soils in the town are subject to
erosion when cultivated, and a cropping system that cemuabff and erosion is needed

in combination with other erosiecontrol practices. Because of the firm or limestone
bedrock substratum underlying most of the land, the soil's ability to serve asaapti

filter fields or as landfill sites is limiteddzause of the soil's slow permeability. Karsts

are a geologic feature found in the area, characterized where found by caves, sinkholes,
disappearing streams and springs, and caused by water solution of the underlying
limestone. Sites where surface watlect and then disappear into the earth are locally
referred to as Chyle Holes.

A very detailed description of the soils in the Town of Columbia can be found in the
publication "Soil Survey of Herkimer County, New York, Southern Part", which was
developed by the United States Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service, in
cooperation with the Cornell University Agricultural Experiment Station. Because spots
of soil can differ from the dominant soil type of an area, this publication sheuld

referred to in investigating potential land uses. An onsite determination of soils is
recommended for most land uses, especially for those that require deep excavations.

The Town of Columbia is geologically unique due to the existence of fossihgeock

layers located at thR. Allen Langheinrich Fossil PreseryeL a n g’ son@nevweer r vy )

Road. For more information visit the website/w.langsfossils.comor

www.staefossil.org which highlightimportant finds made therde he Pr eser ve’ s we
highlights the Langheinrichdssil Preseve Mission Statement goals, including: to

establisha notfor-profit organization for the purpose of preserving and studying

Eurypterus remipesthe State Fossil of New York discoveraithe quarryand

preserving and expl ori ng tthhee |Foicdad | esro usr cGr eoefn
finest euryptad fossils.



http://www.ssils.com/
http://www.statefossil.org/
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WATER RESOURCES

Like most rural, upstate communities, the Town of Columbia depends heavily upon its
valuable water resources. All residences, agricultural, and commercial operations depend
on private water supplies tapped through individually drilled or driven weelisteam
This type of water source is commonly referred to as groundwater, which collects and
flows through numerous fissures and cracks in the limestone bedrock, dissolving some of
the limestone, and creating larger passages, underground streaceyemg to form the
aquifer structure.

With an estimated 62 above ground ponds, 56 above ground streams, and humerous
aquifers, the area has been blessed with an ample supply of water resources, that have
largely been taken for granted. It is iresangly evident that groundwater is vulnerable
to contamination and depletion through epempage. Careful planning and appropriate
zoning needs to be formulated to ensure this irreplaceable resource is preserved.

The town not only enjoys an abuard water supply, but it shares it with neighboring
communities. Locally, it contributes to the water supply for tHagd of llion.

Regionally, Columbia’s waters are part of tw
Town is in the Susquehanna RiveaWrshed; making up 21.56 square miles of the
Town’s 35.15 square miles. The remaining 13

WatershedOf t he 21.56 square miles that make up
Susquehanna River Watershed, 7 square milesaspalrt of the Canadarago Lake Basin.
Thewat er shed’ s environment al integrity i1 s ben
and wildlife.

cozy HAVEN
WILDLIFE MARSH
PROTECTED AREA
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WILDLIFE

The combination of hardwood forests, agricultural crop lands, coniferous swamps,
abandoned fan lands, and abundant water suppliesaTown of Columbia provide
ideal habitat for many species of wildlife. Commonly found mammals include: whitetalil
deer, eastern gray squirrel, red squirrel, gray and red foxes, porcupine, skunk, cottontail
rabbit,varying hare, mugat, mink, beaver, coyote, fishdédack bear and bobcat
Numerous species of birds frequent our township either as permanent residents or
temporary visitors. These are as diverse as the ruby throated hummingbird and the
majestic wild turkey.

Waterfowl, too, are common within the township. Though lagkire large, deep
bodies of water which attract the majority of diving ducks such as scaup, canvasback,
redheads, ringnecked, etc., the many ponds, beaver flows, creeks, and swamps are home
to the mallard, black, and wood ducks. In recent years a cira@gmada geese habits
has occurred , and a resident population has been established. Additional populations of
migrating waterfowl, which may include green and blue winged teal, pintail, and
widgeon, as well as various shorebirds, are to be seen.

Also within the area are a variety of birds of prey: the goshawkared hawk, red
shouldered hawk, sparrovaWwk, barn owl, screech owgreat horned owknowy owl
and nesting bald eagles| of which are protected by law, and some of which are
endangred.

The animal life populations are extremely important to the human community as they
provide recreational and educational opportunities. Many residents enjoy activities such
as nature study, hunting, photography, hiking, fishing, and bird wagclBesides the
enjoyment afforded by the wildlife, one cannot overlook the ecological importance each
species plays within the ecosystem, each filling an interdependent niche.

Even though some wild& species can coexist with ledensity developnd, others
are certain to be jeopardized by virtually any human intrusion. It remains in the best
interest of the town for residents to give due consideration to wildlife and the local
habitat when reviewing development proposals.

DEMOGRAPHICS

Thepopulation of the Ten of Columbia in2010 was 1,580, dow43.1% from 2000
Of this total, 12%wvere employed in the agriculture industifie majority of residents
are of European ancestry (English, French, German and Irish). Population growth
throughtte 1990’ s has sl owed as shown in the

YEAR POPULATION % CHANGE

1930 915
1940 931 1.7

f

ol



19

1950 1132 21.6
1960 1327 17.2

1970 1387 4.5
1980 1537 10.8
1990 1587 3.3
2000 1630 2.7

The averag@015per capi& income in the Town was $23,676, up from $15,;891
2000. Theestimatednedan householihcome was $52,98@ 2015

Other interesting 2000 census statistics pinavide some insight into present and
future needs of the town include: the 1,630 residents were in 581 households, of which
457 were in family households; 448 were enrolled in school; the no@amugte to work
was 28.9 minutes. The estimated medianse or ondo value in 2015 was $104,570.
Most households consisted of 2 to 4 persorZ)0Q homes were most often heated by
fuel oil with wood as a secondary source; and there were 151 mobile homes located in the
town.

As of January 2006, asssed property values had increased approximately 15% over the
past five years, or roughly 3% a year.

AGRICULTURE

Throughout its history, the Town of Columbia has been a productive agricultural
community. Dairy farming was, and remaitt®ge main land use and income producer,

both in the township and in Herkimer County. Although many residents no longer work
on farms, agriculture as a way of life and a business is still a core activity in the region.
From the standpoint of planning, theure of the town's farmlands is the most essential
factor in any development vision. It is not just farming's importance as an employer and

a taxpaying component of the larger economy that must be considered. The impact that
farming imposes on the ldacape has, in essence, created the landscape. The
harmonious balance of cleared and maintained fields, pastures and all else that makes up
a vibrant, agricultural scene defines Columbia's character.

But the longterm future of farming, as we have knowris in doubt. The costs of
production continue to rise, the price of milk stagnates or even decreases, fewer people
seem interested in farms as an occupation, and largeda@ggas" in other areas of the
country are too competitive. In recent yewes number of dairy farms has steadily
decreased, and many farms in the township are now idle. Residents are well aware of
which farms are no longer in operation, and see a long and proud tradition of family
farms are being challenged. If the trendsdiifg local farming continue, more and

more land in the town will become idle and begin a natural transition back into
woodlands. New and innovative ideas about how to utilize and preserve these
increasingly large blocks of idle farmland are needed.
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AGRICULTURE DISTRICTING

Enacted in 1971, New York's Agricultural Districts Law is the state's most effective tool
for maintaining land in agriculture and assuring New York's position as an outstanding
agricultural state. Farms in the Town of Columbia lithiai an agricultural district.

An agricultural districitonsists predominately of viable agricultural land. This is
interpreted as an area of more than 50% farmland. On average, districts statewide
contain approximately 70% farmland. The benefits anteptions available under the
law, however, apply only to land used in agricultural production.

The law recognizes agricultural lands as an ingwdrand irreplaceable resourteat

they are being lost due to development, high costs of doing busirtessgatatory

restraints, and that certain actions can be taken to retain lands in agriculture. Rather than
seeking to preserve agricultural lands, the Agricultural Districts Law seeks to create an
economic and regulatory climate that will encourage fasrteecontinue farming.

Relying primarily on the initiative of landowners and local government with state
oversight, the law provides agricultural landowners with a number of benefits and
protections. Prior to the sale, purchase, or exchange of reattyrofthin an

agricultural district, the seller must notify the buyer that the land lies within an

agricultural district, and farming activities occur within that district.
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Real property taxes can have a significant effect on farm profitability, particuiaan
area where taxes are high due to-famn development pressures. An agricultural
assessment is designed to protect farmers from excessive real property taxation by
valuing farmland based solely on its production capacity. This benefit isdreeref
helpful to farmers in those localities where market assessment placed on farmland
exceeds its agricultural assessment.

An increase in the number of ndgrm residences in traditional farm areas may result in
new zoning and regulatory actions lbgalities that inhibit farming operations. To
safeguard against this, the law prohibits enactment of laws or ordinances by local
governments that would unreasonably restrict or regulate farm structures or farming
practices within an agricultural distrjainless the regulation directly affects public health
or safety.

Everyone benefits from an agricultural district. Beside the value derived from the
production of food, agricultural land provides many environmental benefits that are
important to the qudy of life. Ground water recharge, open space, and scenic views are
a few examples. Agriculture benefits local economies too, by providing jobs on farms
and in related businesses, and through their payment of taxes.

Theentire Township of Columbia is in Herkimer County Agricultural District #2.
Thirty-three landowners in Columbia were signed up for the district in 1994 An

active dairy farm must comprise 25+ acres and a beef farm 5+. About 500 acres were in
the Canservation Reserve Program (CRP). This is a ten year USBdasisiet program

that started in 1985. Landowners receive an annual payment for land reserved under the
program.

According to the Agricultural Census of New York, the numbdaohs in Herkiner
Countyincreased by 2% between 2007 and 20APRthis time there are no statistics for
each township in the county, but according to the Herkimer County Soil Conservation
District, a conservative estimate would show that Columbia comprises 10% o§ count
totals.

Herkimer County Census Figures

Total number of farms: 2012 - 687, averaging @4 acres per farm
2000- 710
1978- 850

In 2012, according to the Census of Agriculture, the market value of all agricultural
products sold fronHerkimer Coung farms was $0.5million. Total sales averaged
$102,536per farm. The leading products sold were: dpingyduce forage landcattle &
calves,hay andothercrops

Most farm income is spent locally, and as the figures above illustrate, desmtetht
reduction in the numbef area farms, and thfficulties in the agricultural industry,
farming continues to be a major eocomc contributor to thea@nomy.
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TRANSPORTATION

Most Town of Columbia residents are
g% completely dependent upon paie
transpotation. Public bus serviggenerally
s ‘a8 is limited to east/west routes serving the
gr  valley corridor between Little Falls and
#? Utica, and to a local area service that runs
= cast/west along Route 20 south of the town.

=& For residents with special needsdsome
nonremergencynedical and disability
relatedissuesthe following agencies can
providetransportation assistance:

- ARC/HARC -transportation for the
by handicapped to schools and

‘ LR : hospitals.

: ,\ : - Herkimer CountyOffice of the

e - Aging—315 8671121
- Veterars Administration-

transporting eligible Veterans to

medical centers315 4254343
- First Transit fotMedicaid eligible
passengers 315894-0871.

- Catholic Charities- 3158949917
- Central NY Wheelchak 315 798

878T.
- OntheGo-315 7937470
- D&T Transit at 2923466

The Town's roadways are maintained by three agencies: The New York State
Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), the Herkimer County Highway Department,
and the Town of Columbia Highway Department. NY State Route 28, the primary road
highway through Columbiayuns north and south for approximately 8 miles through the
eastern section of the town. It is maintained by NYSDOT. This road bascrete base,
two laneswide, with paved shoulders, and a speed limit of 55 mph.

The Road Map attachment shows Seas&wnads maintained by the Town. Seasonal
Roads ee signed“From Novembef to May 15t no mainenance is performed on the
road ”
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES

The Town has limited but appropriate community facilities maintained to provide for
public safey and transportation needs. The town lies within portions of four school
districts, and students attend schools in bordering communities. Columbia maintains no
police, water, or sewerage department. Police and fire protection resources are shared
with the towns of Litchfield, Richfield Springs, and West Winfield.

The town building is located in the hamlet of Columbia Center. It is of concrete block
construction, and it contains town office spaces, a room suitable for public gatherings,
and garage spador town vehicles, equipment, and storage.

Fire protection for the dwn is provided byloseph Berberick Hose Compgayk.a.

Cedarville Fire Dept.ocated in the hamlet of Cedarville, Town of Litchfield. It

provides fire protection for the towns of IBmbia, Litchfield, and a portion of Winfield.

The Department is a neprofit organization made up of approximately 45 volunteer
members, which through various forms of fund raising pay for and maintain the firehouse
building, land, and a community parkdaplayground located behind the firehouse.
Taxpayers pay fire taxes to fund the Columbii@hfield Fire District. A Board of Fire
Commissioners made up of 5 publicly elected officials servigges terms each

manages the funds. The funds appropri#tiesugh taxes are used to purchase fire
apparatus, safety equipment, equipment repairs, training, and insurances. The Fire
Department, organized in 1928, responds to approximately 300 calls each year. Each
member is required to take a-ABur Basic Traiing Course after joining. Additionally,

each member is required to put in many more hours of training to insure the safety of
other firemen and the people of our district. Water used by the Fire Department is drawn
from local ponds, streams, and 3 igdrants, one in Millers Mills pond, one in the other

in the stream next to the firehouse, and one by the town building.  Any development
that might affect the ready access to these water sources would have to be considered
from a fire protectiorstandpant. Ambulance service grovidedby Cedarville

Ambulance Inc., ando-located with the fire department.

The New York State Police provide police protection and investigative services for the
town. The police unit is based in East Herkimer.

There area number of tax exempt and special franchisgsires and properties in the

Town, which for planning purposes should generally be considered sites that should not
be infringed upon by development. Included are two parcels of New York State property,
various churches and their associated cemeteries and parsonages, and the Millers Mills
Grange.
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PART 3. DEVELOPMENT GOALS

LAND USE

Recognizing that land is a finite resource and that its use affects the character of the town,
it is recommended thdand within the Dwn's boundaries be preserved, maintained or
developed follving these guidelinesDevelopmens will emphasizehe protection and
enhancement of property values. As used in this plan, thegtmaitis a generalized

statement representig ideal situation toward which theown is striving, and while

future landuse decisions may not align precisely with these goals, a sound argument and
rationale must be presented with any luse proposal that would deviate from them.

The nonexistene of public water and sewage treatment facilities limits the development
that can be supported in the Tawdothing in this part, however, is intended to place

limits on the private property rights of town citizens.

AGRICULTURE

1. Land subdivisionsral nonfarm land use that interfere with agricultural activities
should bediscouraged anchinimized. Land suitable foagricultural useshould be
preserved.

2. The Town should provide for residential, commercial, and industrial growth in ways
that will not have a negative impact on agricultural operations and the town's rural
character. Farmers should not be constrained from improving or expanding their
businessesAgricultural Tourism initiatives should reviewed under regulations
governing commeial enterprises

3. While supportive ofhepublic sse of innovative energy resources such as solar or
wind, large scale solar and wind systems, often referred to as solar or wind farms
produceelectricity for the primary puse of sale to the energy grid. Such operation
are considered andustral Land Use, and requiapprovalunder Town lawlike any
other industrial or business development proposal.

ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREAS

There are many areas of the town that are considered environmentally sensitive, and have
a limited suitability, or a inherently unsuitable, for development. Areas considered as
such include floodplains, wetlands, stream corridors, steep slopes, and woodlots.

1. The Town of Columbia has subscribed to the Natitood Insurance Program.
Floodway and floodplain mappg has been provided by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) for major watercours&se Town Board enactddcal

Law No.296in 1996 with the purpose of preventing any potential or actual damage from
flooding. The Town Codes Enforcement Offieethe local administrator die law.

The lawstates "No structure in an area of special flood hazard shall hereafter be
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constructed, located, extended, converted, or altered and no land shall be excavated or
filled without full compliance with the tems of the local law and other applicable
regulations”.

A flood plain development permit is required for all construction and development in
areas of special flood hazard. The law describes the duties and responsibilities of the
local administrator rad describes construction standards in the areas of special flood
hazard; this includes residential and fresidential structures. The law describes the
appeals board and the procedures for variances. Development must acknowledge and
accommodate the natl hydrologic characteristics of an area to insure that a floodplain's
ability to carry or store excess water is not inhibited.

2. Wetlands The Town of Columbia has an abundance of wetlands. These wetlands are
beneficial for fish and wildlife Hatat, and to help purify our water supply. Many of

these lands have been officially classified as either federal or state wetlands. These
official designations carry regulations that preserve and protect this valuable natural
resource (see Wetlands magachment).

3. Stream corridors and ponds are of special significance to the town, for they serve as
important drainage conduits, fish and wildlife habitats, recreational resources, and
aesthetic sites. Every effort should be taken to protect and yedbese assets.

4. Steep slope areas (slopes with 15 percent or better slope) should be preserved or
protected to limit erosion.

5. Woodlots (areas of 5 acres or manth significant stands dfees) provide a variety

of important benefits, such agpporting the drainage and cleansing functions of

wetlands, stabilizing slopes and soils, and serving as wildlife habitat. Properly managed,
they are a valuablagricultural economic resource. The retention of woodlots and
wooded areas within the tows @ncouraged.

6. Development should avoid all environmentally sensitive areas as much as practicable.
In areas where potable water is obtained from such areas, a high level of protection for
the water sources is required.

7. Where development canrim avoided in sensitive areas, projects should be designed
to minimize their negative impacts through the establishment of buffer zones, and the
retention or establishment of vegetation, erosion controls, storm drainage and pollution
controls.

RECREATION

While there are some publicly owned land parcels in the town, there are no publicly
owned or managed recreation areas. Much of the land is, however, used by residents for
recreational purposes ranging from hunting and fishing to snowmobiling.
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1. Private and publicecreatiomactivities should be encouradj where those activities
complement the rurand agricultural nature of theoWn, whilestill protecting wildlife
and the property rights of land owners.

2. The Dwn's countryside is well suited forany types ofecreational activitiegp
includehunting, hiking, biking and crossountry skiingLocal area clubs maintain some
snowmobiletrails for use by the general puhlic

3. TheTown is blessed with naturasources thathould be conservedr the
enjoyment of future generationeédic preservation should be considered in
development planning.

RESIDENTIAL LAND USE

Residents in the Town of Columbia live primarily in sintdenily homes standing alone

and dstributed fairly evenly throughout the town, or clustered in-temsity hamlets.

The hamlets have individual, historic identities, and have unique, human scale
characteristics that should be preserved. No-tmsity housing areas exist, and
transporation and public service limitations do not at present support the development of
high-density communities.

1. Rural development density is set at a minimum of two acres per housing unit.
2. Land Parcels will have no more than one residence per demaed] p

3. While cluster expansion within hamlets should be encouraged to maintain the town's
open spaces, the hamlets lack the public water and sewerage fa@lssary to
supportdenseresidential or light industrial developmeri. professional egineermust
approve the design of any mulésidence septic system.

4. The height and bulk of buildings should be limited, the burying of utility wires,
pipelines, etc. should be encouraged, and landscape plans should be in keeping with the
rural character of the area.

5. Access to occupied land parcels should be widyefonsidered, particularlgff major
highways, and shared driveways should be encouraged.

6. Manufactured home parks, or midémily rental housing units should be developed
and managed in a manner that affords their residents safe and suffidigrsernvices
and attractive surroundings.

7. Development plans should discourage incompatible and inharmonious uses in
residential areas.
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8. To prevent light pollution, commercial signs, site and parking area lighting, should be
unobtrusive. In lighting large areas, measures should be taken to prevent the skyward
radiation of light.

9. Common citizen complaints addressed to the Plgridaard concern juqg
particularly norregisteredrehicles accumulated around residences, and derelict
buildings. Measurgthat might address such complaints should be researched and
pursued as appropriate.

10. Historic sites, architecturally importantildings and unique geographic features
should be identified and their preservation encouraged. A registry of such items should
be mairained forreference. The refurbishment or replacement of existing structures
should be encouraged to prevent the twrgn presence of abandoned buildings.

11. When installinggnergy alternative systep®uich as outside wood furnaces, solar
panels, etc., residents should consider in their planning the potential impacts they might
have on neighboring homes

COMMERCIAL/ INDUSTRIAL AREAS

The town encourages light commercial and industrial development offering employment
opportunities for its citizens and a diversified tax base, but recognizes the limiting impact
of a lack of public services, particularly water and sewefagilities. No commercial or
industrial development can be permitted without a very careful consideration of the
environmental impact of any business. A sl@npeviewis required for commercial and
industrial construction proposals.

1. The soleorridor offering suitable transportation access for the growth of commercial
or industrial businesses lies along State Route 28. This corridor could support modest,
commercial, business and industrial growth.

2. Light industrial land use is considetednclude light manufacturing, processing and
fabrication (primarily clean processes), research and development, and high technology
or service oriented businesses. MNulluting, norobtrusive businesses are appropriate
to the area. Light industriahhd use should be sited in appropriate areas of the town.

3. Most of the land area in the Town of Columbia has soil characteristics with severe
limitations for septic tank absorption fields. The overall inability of the soil structure to
handle effluerg must be considered in land use proposals.

4. Commercial or industrial land use development should be designed to minimize
negative aesthetic impacts. The storage of junk, refuse, and unused or stockpiled material
or equipment should be discouragedesoed from public view or stored.

5. Commercial use antennas should be installed on existing structures wherever possible
to avoid the unnecessary construction of new utility towers. Consideration should be
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given to making cellular towers blend inttvthe surrounding countryside.

6. Town residents enjoy, among other benefits of the area, clear air quality and generally
unobstructed vias. Development that detracts from the scenic beadtgdeuraged

PART 4. LAND USE SUMMARY

LAND USE REGULATIONS

The following laws have been enacted to regulate land use in the Town of Columbia.
A. Trailer Ordinance Law G80

B. Roads and Highway Specifications Law®1

C. Minimum Lot Size, Setback, etc. Law-01

D. Regulations Governing the Qpéon of Dumps or Littering Law 092

E. Land Subdivision Law 023

F. Flood Damage Prevention Law-0@

G. Regulating Manufactured Home Communities Lawd@1

H. Regulating the Siting of Wireless Telecommunication Facilities La®d2

I. Zoning Lo@l Law 0102

PLAN OF ACTION/RECOMMENDATIONS

The Planning Board, ZEO and ZBA should work togethgretgodicallyupdate the
Town’s Zoning Law.

MAP ATTACHMENTS

ROADS

CONTOURS

WETLANDS

FLOOD HAZARD ZONES

AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT PARCELS
SCHOOLDISTRICTSAND LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS
HISTORIC SITES

RECREATIONSNOWMOBILE TRAILS

LAND USE
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